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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of the Magdalene Community,
Welcome back to 2016. I especially welcome new staff and students who join us for the first time in 2016. It was
wonderful to welcome the entire student body back today and it was certainly gratifying to witness their enthusiasm and
eagerness to begin a new school year.
Last year finished on a positive note with the Higher School Certificate results being released in the last week of school.
Of particular note was the performance of the school dux who achieved an ATAR of 98.95. 5 other students received an
ATAR above 90. Other performances of particular note were Samantha Coupe who came second in the state in Food
Technology and Caitlin Fitzgerald who was placed thirteenth in the state in PDHPE. The review of the Higher School
Certificate will take place over the coming few weeks. This will allow us to learn from successes while developing
strategies for areas of improvement.
The high achievers will be acknowledged at the Opening School Mass and High Achievers Ceremony on 4 February
beginning at 9.30am. I take this opportunity to invite any parents who are able to attend and be part of both celebrations.
Congratulations to the following students who achieved an ATAR over 90.

Luke Papandrea
98.9 ATAR
DUX

Caitlin Fitzgerald
98.1 ATAR

Anna Kelly
96.65 ATAR

Samantha Coupe
95.75 ATAR

Frank Gerada
93.6 ATAR

Alexander Hamilton
91.2 ATAR

This week we welcome eleven new members of staff who join us at Magdalene in 2016. The following teachers have
become members of the teaching staff: Ms Jennifer Foldes (Assistant Principal) Mr Abourizk (Religious Education), Mr
Matthew Bubb (PDHPE), Ms Madelaine Joyce (English HSIE), Mr Marco Cimino (HSIE, Religious Education), Mrs
Elaine Fernandez (Mathematics), Ms Aimee Boughton (Science), Ms Sara Gray (English, Learning Support), Mrs Stacey
Treloar (English), Mrs Durrant (PDHPE) and Mrs Chantelle Angileri (English). We also welcome back Ms Amy Miller
(returning from maternity leave) and Ms Michelle Walker who will join us in a part time capacity for 2016.

Strong minds, gentle hearts
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Ms Jennifer Foldes
Assistant Principal

Mr Abourizk
Religious Education Teacher

Ms Joyce
English/HSIE Teacher

Ms Fernandes
Mathematics Teacher

Mr Bubb
PDHPE Teacher

Ms Boughton
Science Teacher

Mrs Durrant
PDHPE Teacher

Mr Cimino
HSIE,
Religious Education Teacher

Ms Gray
English,
Learning Support Teacher

Mrs Angileri
English Teacher

As we begin the year it is essential that students begin with the right mind set. Last year they were spoken to about the
importance of a growth mindset. Students should firstly believe in their ability to achieve and secondly to aim for
excellence in everything that they undertake. It is my hope that every student strives for personal excellence in all that they
attempt. It is also essential that every student adopts a “can do” attitude. Too often students will say that they cannot do
something and will accept that they not move beyond their present performance level.
I ask everyone in our community to recognise the importance of a “can do attitude”. I also ask students to continue to
strive for personal excellence in the spiritual, academic, social, physical and emotional aspects of their lives in order to
make a difference both to their lives and to the lives of others.
I remind all parents that the first meeting of the Parent Consultation Committee and The Parents and Friends Association
will be conducted on Tuesday 9 February beginning at 7pm in the Learning Resource Centre. I encourage parents to
become involved in the Parent Consultation Committee and the Parents and Friends Association in order to support their
children’s education. Any parent who would like to join the Parent Consultation committee should
Last Tuesday as a nation we celebrated Australia Day. Australia is a nation of which we can all be very proud. As we
begin a new year as a school I ask everyone to be aware that we can make a difference to this wonderful Australian
community and indeed our own community. I encourage everyone to pray the following prayer and to recognise our role
in spreading the word of God. It is appropriate as we begin a new year to make this our commitment.
Over the recent holidays a significant amount of maintenance work was carried out across the school in order to ensure the
school was in pristine condition for the return of the students. The maintenance work involved: the repainting of the
chapel, the painting of all classroom doors and hand rails, the steam cleaning of carpet in all classrooms and corridors and
the rectification of plumbing issues. I thank Mr Trimarchi for overseeing these significant works.
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God Bless

Mr John Lo Cascio
Principal

P & F President News
Hello everyone,

NEWSLETTERS
Newsletters are produced
week 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9 of each
term. These are a means of the
whole
community
being
aware of what is happening at
Magdalene throughout the
year.

Welcome back to Magdalene Catholic High School for another year. A special
welcome to all our new students, parents and teachers. Our first meeting of the
Parents & Friends Association is Tuesday 16 February in the Learning Resource
Centre. All parents and teachers are invited, so if you would like to find out more
about the role of the P&F and some of our key priorities for the next 12 months,
please come along.
If you have thought about joining the P&F, but don’t know what it’s all about, this
first meeting is a great introduction, and will help you decide if it is something you
wish to support. For more information on the P&F, visit our page on the school
website, or email the P&F on MCHS.PandF@gmail.com
David Cornett
President, Parents and Friends Association
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MATER DEI TRANSITION PROGRAM
This week the new Year 7 students were joined by students from Mater Dei on their first day at
Magdalene. The students from Mater Dei will be involved in a transition program which will
help to promote their skills beyond their Mater Dei setting. The school acknowledges all
students involved and looks forward to developing the program further for all participants.

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
Last week students were welcomed back through an email from Mrs Forner and the pastoral Care teams. Students were
reminded of the school’s expectations of them as members of this community. I ask parents and carers to sit with your
child and ensure that both yourselves and your child/children are aware of these expectations. It is essential that we
continue to work together to set the highest possible standards across the school.
Good morning Magdalene Students,
We hope that you have enjoyed your break and are prepared for the great learning opportunities in 2016. We would like
to remind you of some of the school's expectations so that everyone has a clear understanding of what is expected of them.
Learning expectations:
- Please come to school each day prepared with your equipment and motivated to learn.
- Challenge yourself to do your best and constantly ask your teachers for feedback so to improve your understanding.
Behavioural expectations:
- be mindful of our core values, especially those of Dignity of the Human Person, sense of community and discipleship.
- treat others as you expected to be treated and always be respectful.
- greet people with kind words and a smile goes a long way.
Uniform Expectations:
Please ensure that you wear your uniform in line with the school uniform policy. This includes:
- Dress and skirt length needs to be on the knee.
- Senior boys need to wear a tie.
- All boys need to have a belt, wear their shirt tucked in and wear grey socks.
- Hair cuts need to be in accordance to the school uniform policy, this means there should be no extreme cuts such as under cuts, lines or crew cuts shorter than a 2 blade. Girls's hair needs to be tied back at all times. All students hair should
be a natural colour.
- Girls should not be wearing make up.
- Jewellery - only that mentioned in the uniform policy should be worn. There should be no visible piercings apart from
girls having 1 pair of earrings in their lower ear lobes.
- School shoes and sports shoes should be in line with the school uniform policy and complimentary to the uniform.
The school uniform policy can be found online, in the school diary and was included in the There is an expectation that all
students wear their uniform well and with pride.
We look forward to the new school year and our hope for you all is that you all achieve your personal bests in everything
you do.
Regards
Mrs Forner and Pastoral Care Team.
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YEAR 7, 2016
DAY 1
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YEAR 7, 2016
DAY 1
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SCHOOL FEES

7
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Catholiccare Workshops
Term 1, 2016
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NOTICEBOARD
Uniform Items

February

Now available from the school office
7.30am to 2:45pm Mon-Fri
(Eftpos available)
School Bag …………………………...$75.00
Cap …………………………………...$12.00
Calculator …………………………….$21.00
Apron …………………………….…..$7.00
Total
$115.00
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Thursday

Opening Mass and High Achievers
Ceremony 9.30am - 11am.
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Monday

Yr 11 Assessment Information Evening
7pm - 8pm.
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Tuesday

Pancake Tuesday
P & F Meeting 7pm - 8.30pm.
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Wednesday Ash Wednesday

12

Friday

Swimming Carnival

15

Monday

Yr 7 Ipad Training

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP
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Tuesday

Yr 7 Ipad Training

The Second Hand Uniform shop will be open on the
following dates from 7.50am - 8.20am.
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Wednesday Yr 7 Parent Welcome 6pm - 8pm.

Sport socks are compulsory, $6.00 per pair.
Sizes 2-7, 8-11, 12-14

Monday 1 February
Friday 5 February
Monday 8 February
Friday 12 February

MATHS PUZZLE

SPORTS JACKETS SALE

Maths Puzzle #1
"What day do you go back to school, John?" asked his
grandmother one day.

A number of sports jackets will be put on sale normally
$20 selling for $10. Ideal to have as a spare. These are the
older style, but still part of the current uniform.

"Well," John replied, "Nine days ago, the day before
yesterday was three weeks before the second day of
term."

If you require second hand uniforms and are unable
to attend on these dates
please call Kelly O’Keeffe on 0410 553812

If John had this conversation on a Sunday, what day of
the week did he start school?
CANTEEN

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Term 1
Week 2B
1 Feb - 5 Feb

1 Feb
Tanya Debono
Veronique Smith
Kathy Shepherd

2 Feb
Anna Geering
Fran Lapa

3 Feb
Julie Smith
Eve Farkas

4 Feb
Sandra Polkinghorn
Kelly Cottle
Cheryl Bosmann

5 Feb
Cathy Stewart
Michelle Heward
Ewa Wojcik

Term 1
Week 3A
8 Feb - 12 Feb

8 Feb
Kim Phillips
Jen Quinn

9 Feb
Rosa Vella
Helen Dillon

10 Feb
Rebecca Celan
Monique Shields

11 Feb
Ralene Joyce
Jody Dale

12 Feb
Swimming
Carnival

Term 1
Week 4B
15 Feb - 19 Feb

15 Feb
Peta Teuma
Michelle Abbey

16 Feb
Sharon Draper
Tracey Perrin
Antoinette Elfalak

17 Feb
Alison Jenkins
Nicole Garner
Anita Young

18 Feb
Leanne Craig
Hilary Nguyen

19 Feb
Vesna Pervan
Liz Murko

MAGDALENE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
“Because I have seen the Lord”
Smeaton Grange Road, Narellan NSW 2567
Phone: 02 4631 3300
Fax: 02 4631 3398

email: info@mchsdow.catholic.edu.au
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